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Editorial

Welcome to ‘Signal Station’, the first of the ‘new generation’ newsletters for the Jersey Amateur Radio
Society beginning in Summer 2008. The intention at the time of writing this is that this will be produced
in tandem with the club website on www.radioclubs.net/gj3dvc. Whilst many of the articles and items
included in these pages will be found on the website there will also be items not found on the website as
well as recognising the fact that not everyone has internet access. Lucky enlightened people that they
are!!

Typical items for the newsletter will include recent news both in and to do with the club, some of the
recent contacts made from the shack in ‘logbook’ and some further information in ‘on the beam’,
equipment reviews and the like in ‘playing with radios’ as well as some information on websites that may
be of interest to our members. From time to time we all find there is a particular component, connector
or the like that we just cannot find and the cost of postage from the mainland will probably be more than
the item costs so it could be worth alerting other club members in the ‘marketplace’. The same applies if
you are just so fed up with your TenTec Orion that you are going to flog it for fifty quid just to be rid of it,
well here is the place to advertise it!

Anyway speaking from a purely personal viewpoint this is the first attempt at publishing other than my
own jottings on a ‘blog’!! So | hope this won’t come in for too much criticism, unfortunately this first issue
has been a somewhat personal foray into writing a newsletter and finding some (hopefully) interesting
subjects to write about but as with any of these things it will only survive and flourish with support, so
please, when you have finished reading and put the newsletter down, probably for the last time, don't
just forget all about it but think about how you could help, perhaps by contributing to future issues, it
doesn’t matter whether you have not picked up the scribes pen before or whether you are a regular
contributor to RadCom or even the letters page of the JEP, your help is needed, so don't be shy, lets
make each successive issue of the newsletter better than the previous one!

If you want to access 'Signal Station', the club newsletter via the internet it can be found at
http://www.etribes.com/document/folders/4748 along with any club documents that cannot be retrieved
via our 'Radioclubs' website on http://www.radioclubs.net/gj3dvc/. If you have any problems accessing
the website try searching for 'radioclubs' through a search engine, then click on 'find a website' and
scroll down to Jersey Amateur Radio Society.

73 de RobL 2JORZD



Presidents Page

Is this the start of a new era? A new newsletter and a new H.F. room at the clubhouse down at La
Moyel!

| would like to take this opportunity to thank the small band of enthusiastic members who have given up
many hours to work at the club. Thanks to Rob 2JORZD our very own scrounger who has managed to
purloin for us many many different items to furnish the H.F. room, items too numerous to mention. To
Mike SZI for all his hard work and sweat to assemble cupboards etc. To Chris CMB for all his hard work,
crushed hands and aching back. To Dieter CYD for all his hard work and suggestions, especially the
work boots. To Phil CBQ for all the advice and technical help in the shack and of course the decoration.
Last but by no means least John JVP for the many and welcome cups of excellent coffee he produced.

| would like now to issue an invitation to all members of the club and also any non-members to come up
and see the excellent work that has been performed by the aforementioned workers. As | said if this is
the start of a new era it will soon be time to start thinking about the next project!

Mike Turner — MJOPDJ

The opening of the ‘new’ clubhouse for the
Jersey Amateur Radio Society way back in
1993.

Letters

So if you want to make your voice heard albeit in print drop us a line. We'd love to know what you think
of the newsletter too but if the reports aren’t too good..., ‘we don't really mean it'!! Then again we all
know what is said about the best way to improve things!

News

New club website

As hopefully most members will now be aware we have a new club website ( at
www.radioclubs.net/gj3dvc) courtesy of the RSGB who have set up the club website builder for RSGB
affiliated clubs and societies. If you have any problems finding the website just type in ‘radioclubs’ to a
browser (such as ‘Google’) then look up the website in the club websites directory. Keep an eye on the
website for regular updates on news, articles and of course forthcoming events.

New UK foundation callsigns.

New M6 callsigns available Ofcom have announced that M6 series callsigns are now available for issue
to Foundation licence applicants. This new prefix came into use on the morning of Tuesday 13 May. A
few remaining M3 callsigns are still available. (RSGB News)




GJ3DVC / GJ2A / GJ8RVT — new QSL card
Courtesy of Phil MJOJER, we now have the new QSL card for the club, please remember to fill out a
card ready for sending via the bureau for each DX contact from the club.

Also whilst clearing out the old shack Dieter came across a substantial quantity of Jersey postcards —
they are ideal for sending out as part of a QSL package though would cause problems for the bureau.
Worth bearing in mind perhaps if QSL'ing direct though.

The digital TV and radio revolution is coming to the islands..., eventually!
Mike MJ3SZI has been keeping tabs on the digital TV and radio revolution, here is an update.

We should have Digital TV off an aerial in 2012/13 in the Channel Islands. Analogue switch off in other
words. DAB radio is a problem. The French use band 3 in which DAB falls in the UK for TV, PMR and
military use. The French are going digital in the UHF band soon. The exact date | don't know as yet.
So, until band 3 is free in this geographical area we will not get DAB. We don't have channel 5 on
analogue in the ClI as there are NO spare frequencies. The French have transmitters within 50 miles of
the island so we would get co-channel interference during tropo and so would the French even though
they use the SECAM colour system and ours is PAL I. To the best of my knowledge, and this was from
an engineer about 3 months ago, Newtel cable have no plans to go digital. The cost would be around
1.5 to 2 million pounds to set up. As Newtel only have around 5000 + or - customers it's not really on

So as | say Jersey should get digital terrestrial TV in 2013, not 2012 as we have previously been told on
radio. DAB radio is not sorted yet for the Channel Islands until the French move from the UK '‘Band 3'
which we will eventually use. The French DAB is around 1.6GHz | think though I'm not too sure on the
exact frequency used. In the US, digital is broadcast along side the Band 2 i.e. 87.5 --108 Mhz. They
just lost a bit of bandwidth. | believe they now have a bandwidth of 24Khz instead of 25. So they have
lost a small bit of sound quality on FM. But if you receive in digital you get it back. | digress!! More
information when | get it.

73 from Mike MJ3SZI

New repeater in West Wales

There is a new 2M repeater at Port Talbot - GB3WW - RV62, (Ex R7), 145.775MHz, Tone 'F' CTCSS.
Naturally it covers a large area of South Wales, but more importantly covers part of the North Somerset
Coast, North Devon Coast, North Cornwall & further afield. This repeater was recently commissioned &
is located north west of Port Talbot on the Foel Fynyddau mountain @ 1230ft asl. It uses an ex Home
Office communications site with a very substantial clear take off over the Bristol Channel. (RSGB News)
Editors note: this could be interesting under 'lift' conditions but it shares the frequency with GB3PW in
mid Wales but more significantly for us GB3PC in Portsmouth so there is a likelihood of interference, we
shall just have to wait and see what the tropo brings but | daresay ANY reports they get from Jersey
would be welcomed!].

Straw poll
With clubs of any sort one question that often gets asked is “what would the members like to see or do”?

Well this prompts an appeal, as a member what would you like to see, have you any ideas for activities,
visits or the like that may interest the other club members, it is after all your club and everyone has a
say. We have had some very successful outings to Radio Lions, the power station and of course the
brewery and there are bound to be more things that people can suggest. We could even put forward
one or two radio related events (we are after all an amateur radio club!), so how about a foxhunt or
perhaps a field day (summer sun, somewhere nice to perhaps kick a ball about and maybe even a
barbecue, who knows we could even play radio!! It will need support and organisation so lets hear
some comments and suggestions and perhaps even a willing victim..., sorry, volunteer to organise
something!!



Newly fitted out radioshack

The main news this time is the completion of the club radio shack refurbishment and re-fitting. The full
storey can be followed in words and pictures on the new club website at www.radioclubs.net/gj3dvc
where progress has been recorded almost as it happened. The sum result of all of this is that the shack
which was admittedly looking rather tired has now been brought right up to date and will be subject to
one or two further refinements to make the shack even more operator friendly and probably even more
desirable as a venue for visiting DX-expeditions. Thank you to all the club members (and others) who
provided their time, resources and materials for this project.

Photos of work in progress.

Stripping out old fittings, wiring and sorting out ‘that leak’!!

The Crew!

Starting to take shape (shocking!)

Well on the way to complete.



Our new shack!

The new shack gets the seal of approval from Chris MJ3CMB, Mike MJ3SZI and John GJ4JVP.

And in use by our first overseas visitor since completion, Lars from Germany.

It is intended that the new shack will be named and dedicated very soon with an announcement to be
made on the after news net and in the next issue of this newsletter — watch this space as they say!



‘On The Beam’
The most interesting contacts recently from the club QTH and beyond.

24/02/2008 VP6DX Ducie Island (Pitcairn Islands, South Pacific) 14 & 21 MHz CW
29/02/2008 47Z5PQ Israel 14MHz SSB
29/02/2008 Z35T Macedonia 14MHz SSB
07/03/2008 K2QBV USA 14MHz SSB
07/03/2008 W2YP USA 14MHz SSB
14/03/2008 FS/K4ATM St. Martin 14MHz SSB
14/03/2008 HK40BA Columbia 14MHz SSB
21/03/2008 WALIHMW USA 14MHz SSB
27/03/2008 IMO/IKOFMB Antico Island, Sardinia 14MHz SSB
27/03/2008 ZD7X St. Helena Island, Africa 14MHz SSB

Just recently Chris MJ3CMB was lucky enough to contact FS/K4TM maritime mobile in the Phillipines.
Chris was delighted as signal reports were 59 both ways and received QSL cards very soon after for
both himself and for the club. Well done Chris!

Practical Wireless VHF QRP Field Day

Unfortunately the timing was such that Rob couldn’t make the copy date for this newsletter but by the
time this is being read the VHF QRP field day will have been and gone for another year (Sunday gt
June 2008). This can be quite good fun for those of us new to contesting as the technical and
equipment requirements are very simple and with the right conditions literally anyone can do well.

The Channel Islands seem to be fairly poorly represented and although amateurs from Jersey,
Guernsey and Alderney have taken part in the past it has been on an informal basis. The contest is of
course affected greatly by prevailing conditions as there is a limitation on power (3watts maximum), and
VHF does not react well to low barometric pressure, so praying for good weather, high pressure and
tropospheric ducting or even sporadic E is the order of the day! Needless to say the tropo forecast on
www.dxinfocentre.com/tropo will have been carefully scrutinised in the run up to the field day date.

Yaesu FT290r, ideal for
the QRP field day though
these days the rig of
choice tends to be the
FT817.

Preferred location for the Jersey attempt at the field day is at Le Platon car park being nice and high and
with luck providing a suitable location to erect a ten element yagi beam without upsetting too many
people and runs from 9am to 4pm. Not expecting to be particularly high in the rankings but it is after all,
the taking part that is important!

Not a lot more to report this time due to the refurbishment of the shack.



Playing with radios!

Yaesu FTM-10r by Rob 2J0RZD

The last 12 months in Jersey has seen something of a reduction in my annual mileage from, at the peak
over 36k a year in the old E class Merc. back on the mainland to less than 10k a year here in the new A
class. Seems not the best timing to have replaced the VHF rig with a hands free unit but it is
undoubtedly better than negotiating some of Jerseys back doubles with a microphone in your hand!

So the upshot has been some shopping around, initially looking at a small Yaesu 2m rig and hands free
microphone and ultimately has resulted in getting a really good deal on a new FTM-10e with full hands
free bluetooth adaptor and headset. As a radio it is absolutely superb, 2m and 70cms FM and
broadband VHF/UHF receive in a unit where you can mount the rig under the seat and the faceplate
(which is not much bigger than a cigarette packet) on the dashboard, in this case using the supplied
powerful magnet to a screw fixed metal plate. Connection of the two is via a Yaesu supplied (and
included) cat.5 cable about 1.5m long but longer cables are available.

The unit was relatively easy to fix, not so easy to understand from the mildly 'pigeon English' instructions
but with judicious fiddling and playing with the multitiude of menus and functions we got there in the
end. I've been told the transmitted audio with the headset is BBC quality though there is a funny
background 'beep beep' noise like a heart monitor sound when using the built in faceplate microphone
(which can also be used as a handheld speaker mic) but it seems to be a peculiarity of the rig. Yaesu
UK themselves said they were mystified by that one!!! If you miss holding a mic, there is a handheld
DTMF microphone available as an option with an accessory socket to attach to the head unit or it will
plug into the rear of the rig.

Anyway it should be entertaining to not be worrying about fiddling with a microphone and with up to 50w
output power should be fun next time there's a tropo lift (50/40w high, 20w mid and 5w low power
settings). Record so far in flat conditions is 57+ approx 50 miles into France (at 10pm mobile!) but you
can just tell it'll be capable of so much more! In flat conditions hooked up to the Watson 7/8 wave
mobile antenna from Le Platon, GB3SC at Bournemouth and even GB3WR in Somerset are audible on
2 metres, 70cms has worked well for joining in @ morning net on GB3EX in Exeter and 2 metre simplex
has as mentioned above worked well into France and from the right location will cover most of our
granite and undulating island!

As you may gather | am most pleased with this little radio, | know a lot of new users have raised
concerns about some of the features but a lot of the issues raised can be answered by judicious fiddling
or just reading the manual!!!! The radio is marketed as a motorsport radio the faceplate being
waterproof (not tried it myself but there is a video of one being submerged on YouTube!!) and is
particularly aimed at ‘motorcycle mobile’ use. The Bluetooth headset is excellent but can become heavy
on the ear and it has generally been found that the ‘vox’ operation is poor and mostly unresponsive or
times out too readily. More tinkering needed with that one but not an insurmountable problem as the
headset mounted PTT on ‘toggle’ or one push setting works well once you get used to it. Highly
recommended then and if you have any questions or want to see/hear the unit in operation ‘give me a
shout'!

73 de Rob, 2J0RZD



Yaesu FT-707 ‘Wayfarer’

Yaesu introduced its now ‘classic’ mobile HF rig nearly thirty years ago way back in 1980. For its era it
was a relatively compact piece of equipment and whilst not particularly lightweight packed a punch in
terms of its specification and overall quality. A bit like old Mercedes motor cars Yaesu's of the era were
distinctly solidly built, over-engineered even (metal cased, die-cast metal front panel etc.) and offered
good quality for the price. Quite why the rig was dubbed the ‘Wayfarer’ remains a mystery, Yaesu
certainly never marketed it with that name and it is probably now something lost in the mists of time!

Flicking back through amateur radio publications of the time (circa 1981) the FT707 typically retailed for
£569 which to be honest compares favourably with the FT857 now (particularly if you take into account
27 years of inflation). Reviews of the rig at the time varied but generally it was felt to be a good quality
mobile radio but unsurprisingly better suited to mobile use than as a base station. In retrospect the rig
has built up quite a following being reliable, powerful (100w PEP on SSB) and with its classic looks still
‘cuts the mustard’ in my view. There was also a range of matched accessories for the unit including the
choice of dedicated low or high output power supplies with integral speaker, antenna matcher and an
external memory VFO.

Yaesu launched two versions of the radio, the low power (<10w) FT707S which lacked the rear mounted
heat sink and cooling fan, and the high power (<100w) FT707. The rig covered the amateur frequencies
from 80m up to 10m (including the WARC bands on 10MHz, 18MHz and 24MHz) on AM, CW wide, CW
narrow, USB and LSB (all switchable — no memory channels or automatic defaults or menus here!). A
gripe when new was the lack of top band (1.8MHz) but amateurs are resourceful types and there is a
very clever modification by G3TSO which can be found on the internet to install the band if you feel
brave enough.

The rig in use is a pleasure to operate, this really is radio!! There is a chunky and very smooth to
operate VFO knob controlling both a graduated scale and a digital display calibrated down to 0.1kHz,
there is a switchable clarifier control and IF width control (very useful for tuning out QRM on difficult to
hear stations), there is also VOX operation.

The receiver is amazingly sensitive, even more so than my much newer FT747 and the RF gain on a
radio like this really comes into its own to attenuate strong signals as well as to minimise interference
from adjacent frequencies. With careful juggling between the clarifier, IF width and RF gain its amazing
just how much you can clean up reception on a crowded band — bear in mind this was produced 20
years before DSP and it still holds its own so to speak!

For an old radio there is not too much to really criticise. There is a tendency for the frequency to drift 2-

3kHz HF until things have warmed up (about half hour) which may be old components but interestingly a
1981 review in QST reported exactly the same occurence so its probably inherent with the rig.
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The coloured LED bar for S meter/Power meter/ALC meter has had criticism over the years but as with
anything once you get used to it its fine AND it seems to work progressively which cannot be said for all
radios, some of them much newer!! Things to bear in mind include the Yaesu 4 pin power plug can fail
(see Marketplace ‘wants’ ') and with a modern Heil headset the AF output from the headphone socket
is rather low and can distort when turned up.

FT707's crop up from time to time on good old ebay as well as at radio rallies, a lot were produced so
finding a good one should not be too difficult and the rule of thumb seems to be that values for a well
sorted and cared for radio that has not been abused or badly (or illegally) modified tend to be in the
£100 - £120 region.

lllegal modifications? Yes, the radio came out at the time of the early 80’'s CB boom and found favour
with 11m SSB operators, it was the natural next step from a Cobra or a NATO ‘sidebander’ | suppose
with quite a few having the 10m frequency crystals being replaced with 11m or 26-27MHz crystals.
Indeed my first experience of the unit was just such an operator who had a six foot ‘Moonraker’ on the
roof of his mk2 Escort and a modified FT707 on the passenger seat!! | suppose perhaps the memories
of the thing being used to work far off places whilst hiding out in field gateways has helped generate part
of my own perception and the mystique for the thing but there is so much more to it than that. The rigs
capabilities offer so much more than one band too high in the HF spectrum to be interesting for most of
the eleven year cycle and its capabilities are such that once | had found a good one it became a
permanent and most used fixture in my own shack.

The personal logbook contains contacts made mostly using the FT707 and whilst the thought of trading
for something newer with more toys and gadgets has appealed from time to time it is still there and in
use and there are no plans to part with it. I'll never sell it and if it should die then the replacement will in
all probability be another one just the same!!

73 de Rob, 2JORZD

The original, early
1980's Yaesu brochure
image for the FT707
mobile transceiver,
also known as

‘The Wayfarer’ and
linked to accessory
FV707-DM memory
external VFO unit.

Featured Websites

www.Mods.dk

Quite likely if you do an internet search for a manual or brochure for a particular brand of transceiver or
specific item of equipment sooner or later you will find this marvellous free website originating from
Germany.

It is basically a free source of manuals, brochures, photos and modifications for all manner of amateur
radio equipment and is probably the single largest source around. Odds on if you can't find what you
are looking for here it will be nigh on impossible to obtain from any other source. All the information is
electronic having been scanned in and saved either as text files or pdf (Adobe Acrobat) files, readers for
which are available for free also on the internet.

Some of the copy quality leaves something to be desired in some instances but often this will be due to
a poor original having been the only source available. Free subscription is available simply by
registering your name and email address and this can be upgraded by a donation (via PayPal) or by
actually contributing to the site (far more useful for all concerned I'm sure!). Contributing information or
photographs will give you VIP membership increasing the amount of information you can download at
any given time but is time limited (encouraging you to contribute again!).
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www.echolink.org
To say many amateurs are sceptical about Echolink (which involves voice communication beween radio

amateurs via the internet) may be understating it. To most amateur radio was about just that..., the use
of radio communications and if we want to talk to people over the internet we can just use Messenger or
Skype right? Well maybe but if you actually take the plunge and give it a try it is so much more.

For starters it can only be used by licensed radio amateurs and for those amateurs who for whatever
reason can not maintain their amateur radio station for reasons of old age, health or simply where they
live it is clearly a good thing to be able to keep in touch, not only with existing but also new friends.

Essentials will include a computer with speakers and a microphone (sounds obvious but you never
know!) and an internet connection, allegedly a dial up connection will work but broadband will work
better. It is easy to connect and join to Echolink via www.echolink.org, involves downloading some
software, nothing too substantial however and providing proof of your amateur status (emailing a
scanned copy of your license with callsign clearly visible and legible is adequate).

Once that has all been verified, you are connected and ‘on the air’, so to speak. The Echolink system
works either directly station to station, menu’s allow you to navigate through callsign listings according to
country, (and this means all countries!!) showing who is on line whilst you are connected or alternatively
via nodes (a subject for another day!) and even Echolink enabled repeaters (such as GB3IE, GB3NC
and GB3SW). The entertaining thing you will soon discover is that repeaters such as these can
obviously be accessed by radio as well as via the internet so you never know who may pop up!!
Sometimes it's a little more arbitrary, amateurs generally are inquisitive souls and people will just link in
and call CQ because they've heard of the area!!!

Marketplace
If you wish to advertise here please email robialbion@yahoo.co.uk by the final copy date for the next
issue (see below).

Wants

Yaesu 4 socket DC power plug to fit FT series transceivers — please contact Rob Luscombe —07797
923916

For sale or trade:

Old copies of Radcom (January to December 2006) — please contact Rob Luscombe — free to collector
— 07797 923916

FOR SALE::

Yaesu FT 990 H.F. transceiver

in very good condition plus workshop manual

£900 0.n.0.—
Yaesu FT 2500 M
2 meter FM
transceiver also in
very good condition
£negotiable

and a

Kenwood TM-D700E F.M. dual band
transceiver £negotiable

please contact Mike GJOPDJ.
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Members

The following is the list of current members both in the island and overseas. Rob 2JORZD is currently
updating the members list to include up to date contact details, phone numbers and (if available) email
address. If you have not already done so please could you let Rob have your details either via the club
or direct to robialbion@yahoo.co.uk - thanks for your help.

Anne - MJOBJU, Life member

Bert - MJ3HWC, member

Carole - MJ3URI, member

Chris - MJ3CMB, Committee member
Colin - GJ7SLU, Life member

Craig - K3PLV, Overseas member

D - GJA4YCR, Life member

Dennis - MJ1COO, member

Dieter - MJ1CYD, Club Treasurer
Dominique - F6EPY, Overseas member
Eddy - ON6ZV, Overseas member
Frank - GJ4HSW, Life member

Giorgio - SWL 1V3-57306, Overseas member
Henry - GJ3LFJ, Life member

James - N1INK, Overseas member
John - GJ4JVP, member

Laurent - F6FVY, Overseas member
Martin - ON4PO, Overseas member
Martin - ON7EG, Overseas member
Maurice - GJ1EXC, Life member

Mike - GJOPDJ, Club President

Mike - MJ3SZI, member

Paul-Robin - GJOKYZ, member

Peter - EI7CC, Overseas member
Peter - GJ8PVL, member

Peter - MJ/K8PT, Overseas member
Phil - GJ4CBQ, Committee member
Phil - MJOJER, Committee member
Reg - GI3XZE, member

Rene - ON60OM, Overseas member
Rich - K2WR / MJOAWR, Overseas member
Rob - 2JORZD, Club Secretary (designate)
Roger - MJORGR, Club Secretary

Seb - MJ3GBJ, member

Simon - GJ40DX, Life member

Steve - GJ6WRI, member

Tom - W8JWN, Overseas member

Next Issue — September 2008
Final copy date will be 1% September 2008

Parting thought
Do what you can, with what you have, where you are. - Theodore Roosevelt
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